
STOP 



Early Journal Content on JSTOR, Free to Anyone in the World 

This article is one of nearly 500,000 scholarly works digitized and made freely available to everyone in 
the world byJSTOR. 

Known as the Early Journal Content, this set of works include research articles, news, letters, and other 
writings published in more than 200 of the oldest leading academic journals. The works date from the 
mid-seventeenth to the early twentieth centuries. 

We encourage people to read and share the Early Journal Content openly and to tell others that this 
resource exists. People may post this content online or redistribute in any way for non-commercial 
purposes. 

Read more about Early Journal Content at http://about.istor.org/participate-istor/individuals/early- 
journal-content . 



JSTOR is a digital library of academic journals, books, and primary source objects. JSTOR helps people 
discover, use, and build upon a wide range of content through a powerful research and teaching 
platform, and preserves this content for future generations. JSTOR is part of ITHAKA, a not-for-profit 
organization that also includes Ithaka S+R and Portico. For more information about JSTOR, please 
contact support@jstor.org. 



March 6, 1908 266 

ports of the United States should be extended. In view of these 
facts a letter was, on J'ebruary 15, 190T, addressed to the medical 
officers of the Service on duty at the Pa^'ific ports, instructing them 
to make investigations for the purpose of determining the different 
species of rats and fleas to be found i;.i those ports. Many speci- 
mens of fleas have been forwarded to the Bureau for identification, 
some of which were found to be Pulex pallidus. 

It is now desired to extend the investigations to other' places in the 
United States, and you are invited to cooperate with the Bureau by 
furnishing such information as you r.iay have or may be able to ob- 
tain respecting the species of fleas, rats, and mice found in your re- 
spective localities, and especially to secure and forward to the hygienic 
laboratory of the Service specimens of fleas for identification. Re- 
ports of these examinations will be made to the persons forwarding 
the specimens. 

Directions for collecting and forwarding -fleas. 

1. Collect all specimens in small vials of alcohol, using no cotton 
within the vial. Take especial care that each vial represents but a 
single host species, and is accompanied by full data — ^host, locality, 
and collector. Fleas should be collected immediately after the death 
of the host. Sometimes, if the host animal be small, much time may 
be saved by immersing it slowly in water, driving the fleas to one 
extremity, a last sudden dip throwing them off upon the surface of 
the water, from which they may be easily gathered. 

2. I'^xact determinations should each time be made of the host. If 
anyone engaged in these investigations is not familiar with the 
species and varieties of the common rats and mice, he should first of 
all collect two specimens in alcohol of each form of rats and mice, 
number each lot, and send one series to the Director, Hygienic Labora- 
tory, Washington, D. C., for determinations, retaining the duplicate 
specimens for comparison. By this simple procedure all hosts may 
be definitely and accurately cited. It is not sufficient to record the 
hosts simply as " rats " and " mice." Packages sent by mail should 
be packed to comply with the postal regulations. 

3. Probably the most important collections of fleas that can now be 
made are of those species actualh' found upon plague or leprosy 
patients, or upon lower classes of human beings in the more sordid 
surroundings, especially near wharves and docks. 

UNITED STATES. 

[Eeports to the Surgeon-General, Public Health and Marine-Hospital Service.] 

Reports from San Francisco, Gal. — Campaign against plague — 
Plague-prevention work at Oakland, Point Richmond, and Emery- 
ville, Gal. 

Passed Assistant Surgeon Blue reports, February 27 ; 
A telegram, as follows, was sent by me to the Bureau February 26, 
1908 : 

The funds raised by citizens' health committee to carry on sanitary cam- 
paign are now available. Two hundred more men have been employed to 
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supplement our present work payable from that fund. An educational cam- 
paign is being actively pushed. The general public is cooperating well. The 
city is rapidly becoming cleaner. The garbage collection and destruction service 
is being reorganized. The sewers are to be repaired and screened. Infection 
in rats is on the decrease. The rat catch was over ten thousand last week. 
Laboratory facilities for examining rats have been increased to 1,000 per day. 

The following is a more detailed report: 

The educational campaign, which has been actively pushed by the 
citizens' health committee, has thoroughly awakened the general 
public of San Francisco to the danger of a recrudescence of 
plague. Meetings of every line of business and trade have been held, 
the aid of the church federation invoked, the school teachers and 
their pupils interested, and the entire public taught the danger of 
plague and the means of avoiding it and rendering the city per- 
manently plague-proof. The women's clubs have also taken the 
matter up and have placed volunteer inspectors in the field. The 
Service officers have been detailed to attend these meetings, to lecture 
on the technical side of plague, and many of the most prominent 
business men have practically forsaken their work to assist in the 
crusade. Garbage cans and rat-traps can not be procured fast enough 
to meet the demand for them, and the drug stores have been distri- 
buting rat poison free. 

The citizens' health committee has begun to raise $500,000 to be 
used in the campaign. A portion of that fund is now available, and 
two hundred men have been employed to be paid therefrom. An in- 
crease in this force at an early date is contemplated. These men are 
under Service officers, and do the same work as the Federal employees 
and are subjected to the same discipline. As fastas these men can be 
trained and traps and other supplies procured, the Seventh or Rich- 
mond district, the Eighth or Sunset district, and the Tenth or 
Butchertown district will be opened and a force placed therein. 
Headquarters have been secured in the Seventh or Richmond dis- 
trict and Acting Assistant Surgeon Weyer detached from the 
Eleventh district and placed in charge of the Seventh district. He 
has a gang of men at work preparing the headquarters and will be 
given a force of men on March 2, when he will begin the active prose- 
cution of work in that district. 

The scavenger service of the city is being reorganized. One of 
the objects of the present sanitary crusade has been the introduction 
of a municipal free system of garbage collection and destruction, to 
be paid for by a tax levy. The board of supervisors has such an 
ordinance under consideration at the present time. The Service 
inspectors note all houses having no scavenger service and a scaven- 
ger is sent to offer his services. If it is refused, the city health officer 
prosecutes the offending householder. If the householder is too poor 
to pay for the removal of his garbage, the work is paid for by the 
citizens' health committee. 

At my suggestion the board of supervisors has passed rigid stable 
and garbage-can ordinances. These are being well enforced and are 
improving sanitary conditions greatly. With a view to rendering 
the city permanently rat-proof, an ordinance covering this point has 
been passed. 

For the purpose of carrying on the work of plague prevention the 
Central California Sanitary Commission has been formed. This 
consists of representatives from the State board of health, the boards 
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of supervisors, the city officers, and the county and municipal health 
officers from the counties of Sacramento, San Joaquin, Alameda, 
Contra Costa, Santa Clara, San Mateo, Marin, Sonoma, Solano, and 
Napa. This commission holds weekly meetings in this city and its 
members are calling mass meetings in their counties to educate the 
people and to arouse them to sanitary work to prevent the spread of 
plague to their territory. Service officers have been detailed to ad- 
dress these meetings. This has increased greatly the work of the 
Service officers. 

Doctor Blue reports for the week ended February 15 : 

OAKLAND, CAL. 

Sick inspected 162 

Dead inspected 30 

Premises inspected , 644 

Houses disinfected ]3 

Nuisances abated : 56 

Rats found dead 19 

Rats trapped 619 

Poisons placed 119,200 

Notices served . 14 

Rats examined bacteriologically 466 

Rats infected with bacillus pestis 8 

Ships inspected 27 

Certificates signed 10 

POINT KICITMONn, CAL. 

Sick inspected 4 

Dead inspected 5 

Premises inspected : 177 

Nuisances ab.-ited 50 

Rats found dead 45 

Rats trapped 231 

Poisons placed 4, 775 

EMERYVILLE, CAL. 

Sick inspected 2 

Dead inspected 2 

Premises inspected 51 

Houses disinfected 1 

Nuisances abated 10 

Rats found dead 17 

Rats trapped 214 

Poisons placed 11, 084 

Report from Seattle, Wash. — Plague-prevention work. 

Passed Assistant Surgeon Glover reports, February 15: 

Week ended Pelruary 15. 

Rats delivered and cremated 1,007 

Necropsies on rats 894 

Pounds of poison placed 125 

Vessels fumigated 4 



